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Sir: 

Applicants herewith submit a list of references including those cited in the specification. A 
copy of the foreign references and papers are enclosed. Since this application is being filed after 
June 30, 2003, the requirement for a copy of the U.S. patents has been waived. 

The relevance of some of the references is discussed in the background of the invention 
section of the application. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better prior art 
exists. While the term "reference" is used in citing each of the publications called to the 
Examiner's attention herein, applicants do not make any admission that each or all of them are 
"prior art" references within the meaning of the statutory and case law. 



Applicants reserve the right to contend, where appropriate, that a reference asserted against 
any claim of the present application is not prior art under the facts and the law. 

Applicants also reserve the right to present appropriate arguments and/or evidence to 
establish patentability over the references, should one or more of the references be applied against 
the claims of the present application. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner independently determine those items that 
the Examiner would consider the most pertinent of all the references cited herein. 

It is respectfully requested that these references be considered and made of record. 



Brian Roffe, Esq. 

1 1 Sunrise Plaza, Suite 303 

Valley Stream, New York 1 1580-61 1 1 

Tel.: (516) 256-5636 

Fax: (516) 256-5638 

Enclosure 

PTO-1449 (3 pages) 
3 Prior Art References 




Brian Roffe^ 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 35,336 



2 



r 



PTO/SB/08A (04-03) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2003. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



^ Sheet j1 



David Breed 



of 13 



Attorney Docket Number 



ATI-346 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 

Pinumc A nn^or 


Number-Kind Code 2 <ikIKWn> 






US" A Q/IA Oflfl 


7/OA/QO 
/ IZV/oZ 


iviongeon 








US- A T A O /> r- 

4,713,665 


1z/lo/o/ 


Kneian 








US- A 79ft ORA 


QM /QO 
Ol I /OO 










US- A QfiO OQ7 


1 /Q/on 


otranon 








US- A C\A O CCQ 


7/1 7/QH 

iiif /yu 


niniKer 








US- a qa O 




Minilfor 
nil iifttii 








us " 4,961 ,643 


10/9/90 


Sakai 








us " 4,990,791 


2/5/91 


Nishi 








us " 5,054,003 


10/1/91 


Kobayashi 








us " 5,097,453 


3/17/92 


Kobayashi 








us " 5,100,230 


3/31/92 


Brown rigg 








us - 5,148,409 


9/15/92 


Kobayashi 








us " 5,239,516 


8/24/93 


Kimura 








us - 5,287,329 


2/15/94 


Ikeda 








us- 5,475,620 


12/12/95 


Kuzuya 








us - 5,491,648 


2/13/96 


Kuzuya 








us " 5,621,413 


4/15/97 


Lempkowski 








us " 5,621,514 


4/15/97 


Paranto 








us " 5,696,51 5 


12/9/97 


Zyren 





i FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 8 


Country Code 3 "Number A "Kind Code 5 (if known) 






CANADA 2,221,403 


5/18/99 


Memory et al. 










WO 00/79784 


12/28/00 


Nayar et al. 





























































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
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TO: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 .14. This collection is estimated to take 120 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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